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	 Since the days of the early church, the season 
before Easter, which we now call “Lent”, has been 
a season of penitence and preparation. The seven 
weeks before Easter are set aside for self-examina-
tion, prayer, and reflection. Here are some ways that 
distinguish Lent from other liturgical seasons:

Sunday Worship during Lent
	 Our liturgy changes in a variety of ways to 
emphasize the important themes of the Lenten sea-
son.

•	 The appearance of the church is different: pur-
ple, the color associated with penitence, is fea-
tured in the altar hangings and vestments.

•	 On the first Sunday of Lent, we recite The Great 
Litany at our 8am, 11am, and 6pm services. 
This very moving liturgical act reminds us of our 
dependence on God’s mercies.

•	 Our Anglican heritage includes a great body of 
Lenten hymns. The hymns that we sing at 
8 and 11:00 am will help us to understand the 
many dimensions of Lent.

•	 Our 8am, 11am, and 6pm services begin with a 
penitential order. After the invitation to con-
fession, we will allow a longer pause for reflec-
tion.

•	 During Lent, we refrain from saying the 
word “Alleluia”, which comes from the He-

FROM THE RECTOR: 
An Invitation to a Holy Lent

brew phrase which means “Praise the Lord.” 
This custom is just one more way to make Lent-
en worship more subdued, and to highlight the 
celebratory aspect of the Easter season which 
follows.

The Rite of Reconciliation of a Penitent
	 Now is a good time to remember that private 
confession is available to people who may desire it. 
Clergy are available on Good Friday and other times 
during Lent by appointment for this Rite (see BCP, 
pp. 446-52).

Baptisms
	 The church normally does not schedule bap-
tisms during the season of Lent. The next tradition-
al time for baptisms will be the Great Vigil of Easter, 
on April 19, the Saturday night before Easter Day. 
Please contact me if you or a family member would 
like baptism then.
	 Take advantage of all that the Church offers 
during Lent: worship, education offerings, and fel-
lowship opportunities. May we all find ourselves on 
Easter morning better prepared to sing God’s prais-
es and to celebrate the miracle of the Resurrection 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Rev. Irving Cutter

(The Rev.) Irving Cutter
Rector
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Looking Back
	 It’s been a wonderful time in the life of the 
church these past few months. Christmas and New 
Year's with all their attendant festivities and feasts, 
and the lovely liturgies and services of the Epipha-
ny season that have brought us up through a busy 
and fun January to today. This being my first winter 
at Saint Luke’s, I particularly enjoyed the Annual 
Meeting and getting a glimpse into the enormous 
range of fruitful ministries in our parish, as well as 
an even deeper sense of all the hard work and prayer 
so many amazing leaders are constantly putting into 
the Lord’s work here. 

Right Now
	 Over the last few weeks, I’ve had the bless-
ing of getting to spend some more time with many 
of our young adult leaders around the parish, and 
from these conversations, some interesting new 
ideas have been emerging. We’ve got some addi-
tional fellowship offerings this spring for our Young 
Adults, which I’ll detail below. And, as we’ve gotten 
to know each other and as we continue to build up 
our community together, we’ve seen (and I would 
expect to see more) opportunities to go deeper into 
our Episcopal tradition, ask questions of our faith, 
and grow our relationship with God in Christ. And 
so I am very excited to continue these conversations 
and to make even more opportunities to encounter 
Christ in this place.

FROM THE ASSOCIATE RECTOR
The Rev. Eric Holloway

Coming Up
	 As we go forward towards Lent and Easter 
and through spring this year, here are a few oppor-
tunities for fellowship and discipleship to put on 
your calendars.
	 For Young Adults in particular, we have 
three regular, monthly fellowship opportunities in 
this season, two of them brand new: 
	 “First Sunday Family Lunch”: This one 
is exactly what it sounds like, a very casual, fami-
ly-friendly lunch gathering after morning services 
on the first Sunday of every month. It’s basically 
just a chance for young adults and families to chat 
and hang out after church on Sundays. The ven-
ue will be rotating, always with a playground or a 
park for the kids, and the first one will be on March 
2, when we’ll be meeting around 12:30 pm at Biff 
Buzby’s Backyard on Nacogdoches. And we will 
have a list of future locations out soon.
	 “Young(ish) Adults Group”: This is our 
ongoing opportunity (that many of y’all will have 
already attended, no doubt!) for our Young Adults 
to gather. We meet on the Third Tuesday of every 
month, also at a rotating set of venues, also always 
kid-friendly. It’s a super fun time to relax and get 
to know people, and good connections are always 
made! The next gathering is March 18, and we’ll 
meet at Fish City Grill (1907 Nacogdoches) at 6:00 
pm. Email slec.youngishadults@gmail.com for 
more information.
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	 "Dad's Night": Join us for a casual eve-
ning of good food, drinks, and fellowship at Davis 
Staedtler's house on March 23 beginning at 6:00 
pm! This is a relaxed gathering for dads in the com-
munity to connect, unwind, and build relationships. 
RSVP using the QR code below. Address provided 
upon RSVP

	 With Lent fast approaching, we have some 
wonderful discipleship opportunities coming up. 
If you have an idea for a small group or interesting 
topic that you don’t see here and would like us to 
think about for the future, please let me know!
	 First, kick off Lent right with our Shrove 
Tuesday Dinner and Ash Wednesday Services on 
March 4 and 5. The dinner on Tuesday night is 
an ancient practice (sometimes also called “Mardi 
Gras” or “Fat Tuesday”) designed to be the last big 
party before Lenten fasting begins, when we use up 
all the stuff we’ll be fasting from the next 40 days.
	 All through Lent we’ll have some wonderful 
formation offerings, including:
•	 Habits of the Household class on Sundays at 

10:00 am, going over the book and introducing 
how to bring habits of prayer and faith into our 
houses and, in particular, the sometimes messy 
habits that we need depending on the ages and 
stages of our kids and spouses!

•	 Roving Lenten Suppers and Bible Study: See the 
calendar on Page 10 for locations!

	
	 And, before we know it we’ll be at the cen-
ter of our Christian year with the many Services of 
Holy Week and Easter which, in and of themselves, 
are perhaps the most powerful way to participate in 
and be transformed by Christ’s life, death, and res-
urrection. These are all opportunities to directly ex-
perience the heart of the Christian story and, as we 
move through them, let’s look for opportunities to 
discuss, and explore our call to follow our Lord in 
the Way of the Cross, which He has made for us the 
Way of Life and Resurrection.

Parting Shots
	 As always, I am very grateful to be here as 
your Associate Rector and priest, and I wish to 
make myself available to you for any conversations 
around your faith, practice, our Scriptures or tradi-
tion, or just to chat about life and how to get more 
involved here at Saint Luke’s. You are always in my 
prayers, and I ask God’s blessing on you as you read 
this.
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	 The goal of the Children & Family Ministry Team 

is also to help children deepen their relationship with 

God, learn about the love and grace of Jesus Christ, and 

develop healthy habits of living out their faith with their 

families.

Parent Ministry Partner Sessions

	 By the time you read this article, we will be wrap-

ping up our Parent Ministry Partner Sessions. Knowing 

parents are their children’s first and foremost “minis-

ters”, we love partnering with parents to work together 

to support children in their spiritual development. As 

children naturally go through various developmental 

stages we can notice parallels of how their faith is devel-

oping. We have been gathering parents to ask key ques-

tions that will help us as a Children and Family Minis-

tries team with prayers and plans.

•	 What are your hopes and dreams for your own child’s 

faith development? 

•	 How can we best partner with you as parents to sup-

port you and your children on your faith journey?

Please keep our team in prayer as we go through this em-

powering process with our families.

Kris Spilker, Director
CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY

Highlights in Lent 

	 “Find meaning in the daily chaos of raising kids! 

… As you establish new habits and intentional rhythms 

around everyday routines, you will find your family 

has a greater sense of peace and purpose as your home 

becomes a place where everyone learns how to love.” 

- Justin Whitmel Earley

	 Habits of the Household will be our book focus 

through Lent. It is terrific as an audiobook!  Keep and 

eye out for tangible take aways and tips each week in 

our Children and Family Ministries e-news. Join small-

er groups of parents in “book clubs” or fun gatherings 

throughout Lent (and possibly beyond) to use this book 

guide as a tool to find relief along with simple practices 

to help you and your family draw closer to God. 
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	 Home Family Group: Bonnie Grubbs and 

Chelsea Shaw host a Home Family Group on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month. This group may be near to full, 

but reach out to Bonnie Grubbs at bonnie1086@gmail.

com. 

	 Adult Formation Class: Alex Holloway will 

teach and lead a discussion using the book during 10:00 

am formation hour through Lent.

	 Monday Lunch Book Club: Kris Spilker will 

host starting at Panera at noon on Monday, March 10. 

Together we can decide if this becomes our regular meet-

ing place and time. 

	 You choose! Reach out to Kris Spilker if you 

would like to host (bonus if you have a co-host) on an-

other day or time! The book and guide are approachable 

with awesome idea that are oh so tangible. 

Lenten Dinners

Children’s Program Highlights

	 Tamera Talasek, the new Director of Family Min-

istries at Reconciliation, and Kris Spilker are heading 

up the plans for children each night of our Wednesday 

night Lenten dinners! We are excited about the collab-

oration of churches and look forward to working with 

each church as we lead child care for children up through 

11 years old. (See Bryan Gonzalez’s article on page 14 to 

learn about plans for youth.) 

	 Nursery care will be provided for littles at most 

churches. Centers will be play based and invite hands up 

exploration. Our nursery will be open on March 19 - the 

night we host at St. Luke’s.  

	 K-5th Grade: Each week we will build on the sto-

ryline of the Godly Play story called The Faces of Eas-

ter. The compilation of the stories of Jesus’s life that we 

build on each week helps children prepare for the Mys-

tery of Easter. We move toward the Mystery by hearing 

the stories of Christ’s journey toward the cross and res-

urrection. When we are in a Godly Play room, we will 

invite children to choose materials from the room that 

will help tell more of the story. Play or work afterwards 

will be open-ended and creative with a variety of choices. 

Meet and Greet! 

	 Please keep our team and families in prayer as we 

gather each Wednesday. Many parents have comment-

ed that they love the welcoming environment we have 

at St. Luke’s and are eager to continue to get to know 

parishioners of all ages (no limit)!  Whatever life stage 

you are in at this time, I encourage you to introduce 

yourself on Sundays or Wednesday or whenever we are 

gathering to someone you do not yet know. Thank you 

for your prayers. I love connecting with people in person, 

so please don’t hesitate to reach out to me personally. 
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FROM THE CURATE
The Rev. Tanner Ambs

	 This year I am excited to get the chance to partic-

ipate in something that was started last year by St. Luke’s 

with collaboration from other Episcopal churches in San 

Antonio, the Roving Lenten Dinners. Each Wednesday 

we will gather together with four other parishes to fel-

lowship, learn, and pray. I am so looking forward to get-

ting to participate in this with you guys!

	 This year the theme for the Lenten Dinner series 

will be “Here am I. Send me,” which is also the diocesan 

theme for council. We will be examining different call 

stories that are found throughout scripture alongside 

personal accounts from members of each parish about 

their own call and vocation story. This will be a won-

derful opportunity to partner with other parishes in the 

city and hear from folks outside of our own parish about 

their faith journeys. RSVP using the QR code.

	 I, personally, have often found that I learn best 

through stories. My podcast most listens are mostly sto-

ries, with varied lessons to be found throughout. In hear-

ing other’s faith stories, I often find myself being drawn 

further closer to the bosom of Christ. Perhaps there is no 

real crossover in their faith and mine, but in hearing the 

way that God has worked in others’ lives I am urged to 

listen more closely for God’s voice in mine. I am hopeful 

that this series will be helpful for each of us to integrate 

our faith more deeply with our vocations, or to think 

about our vocations as an opportunity for the mission of 

God to go forth in the world that surrounds us daily.

	 I have often heard that the idea of a calling or a 

vocation story is something that is confined to clergy or 

religious vocations. All of us, though, are called to a life 

of ministry as that is what it means to follow Jesus of 

Nazareth, the how of it all is what is unique to each per-

son. Perhaps there is a particular ministry of the church 

that is what you are called to, or maybe you are called to 

minister to coworkers through collegiality and living out 

your faith in the context of work, or perhaps there is a 

particular social cause (i.e. poverty, immigration, racial 

reconciliation, etc.) that you feel the Lord leading you 

towards. Whatever the case may be, listening for God’s 

call and discerning God is a valuable skill to constantly 

practice.

	 As Lent is a time whenever we fast and take up 

spiritual disciplines, I ask that you would consider taking 

up the spiritual discipline of community. Even though 

we, who will be participating, are all Episcopalians and 

all call San Antonio home, we are varied communities of 

faith that have much to learn from each other. We are 

able to build bonds of friendship and common mission 

to do more than we could ever dream to do on our own. 

I look forward to seeing you on the first Wednesday after 

Ash Wednesday at St. Paul’s.
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	 Lent is always a busy time, musically, but usually 

with some of the richest music of the church year. We 

include some new repertoire by Henry Ley and Moses 

Hogan, but begin the season on Ash Wednesday with Al-

legri’s famous and haunting Miserere Mei, Deus (Psalm 

51.) The piece is written for three choirs: a main chorus, 

an echo section, and a plainsong choir. The music is di-

vided for the individual groups and only comes together 

on the very last page as they sing a gloriously textural 

final statement – “Then shalt thou be pleased with a sac-

rifice of righteousness.”

	 On Sunday, March 30 at 3:00 pm the choir will 

sing the Mozart Requiem, which is one of the finest cho-

ral works in the catalogue. It was Mozart’s valedictory to 

the world; indeed, he died while writing it. Mozart’s as-

sistant, Franz Sussmayr, was responsible for completing 

the work by taking the form and theme of the Kyrie and 

echoing it in the final Agnus movement.

	 Palm Sunday begins Holy Week with Lotti’s hor-

rifyingly beautiful Crucifixus for eight parts, and ends 

a week later with Haydn’s KleineOrgelMesse with the 

Avanti Strings, and Kenneth Leighton’s ecstatic (and 

modern!) Let all the world in every corner sing.

	 We have no break after Easter as the Organ 

Celebrity Recital takes place on April 27 at 3:00 pm. 

The performer (Richard Pinel) is a renowned recitalist 

throughout Europe and is also professor of organ at the 

Royal Academy of Music, London. Additionally, he was 

a very young and meek chorister at All Saints’ Church, 

Russell Jackson, Director and Organist
MUSIC AT ST. LUKE’S

Northampton, where I was music director before coming 

to the States. Somehow, he’s aged about forty years and 

I’ve remained exactly the same.

	 For our Evensong in May we are performing 

Britten’s epic anthem Rejoice in the Lamb. The anthem, 

which is about twenty minutes in length, takes the text 

by Christopher Smart –  Jubilate Agno – a very long 

poem of which Britten uses only a small section. Chris-

topher Smart also had a deep connection with All Saints’ 

– he was a resident of the Northampton Lunatic Asylum, 

and would come to All Saints’ to sit on the portico and 

write poetry. A lunatic asylum in the 18th century wasn’t 

quite the same as today’s definition; it could be a pau-

pers’ prison, a hospital, somewhere to dispose of a both-

ersome relative, and you were pretty much free to come 

and go.

	 Finally, in June the choir will be making a new 

recording of gospel-inspired music. Does anyone re-

member the TV show Fame which starred Debbie Allen, 

or Big Momma’s House where Martin Lawrence played 

an undercover cop dressed as Big Momma? Big Momma 

belongs to the local gospel church where she is known to 

“testify” and sing “O Happy Day.” That’s the flavor of this 

coming recording which will include tracks such as Duke 

Ellington’s Come Sunday, Bertalot’s Amazing Grace, 

Behren’s O When the Saints… From my monastic days 

if anyone was heard talking, one particular monk would 

hush them and say: We’re not here to be happy! I think 

it’s time to change that. 
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	 The Mustard Seed began enrollment for the 
2025-26 school year in January. We still have a cou-
ple of spots available for the upcoming school year. 
The Mustard Seed will be open 5 days a week, and 
parents will have the opportunity to choose between 
2-day (Tu/Th), 3-day (MWF), or 5-day (M-F) en-
rollment. Parents can select half-day (8:30-12:30) 
or full-day (8:30-2:30), and early care (7:45-8:30) 
will still be offered for an additional fee. The Mus-
tard Seed is working to better align our calendar 
and hours with St. Luke’s Episcopal School.
	 The Mustard Seed is a ministry of St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church for children ages 18 months to 3 
years old. We strive to provide a developmentally 
appropriate early childhood experience that allows 
each child to grow emotionally, cognitively, socially, 
spiritually, and physically in a loving atmosphere. 
The Mustard Seed is a busy, happy, and creative 
place where young children are encouraged to ex-
plore and actively engage all their senses. Children 
will be exposed daily to the word of God, nature, 
science, math, literacy, music, and movement. Chil-
dren will also learn the alphabet using Zoo Phonics, 
which is a fun and interactive way to learn how to 
recognize the letters of the alphabet as well as the 
sounds they make.

MUSTARD SEED

Students are enrolled in the following order:
1.	 Current students
2.	 Siblings of current or former Mustard Seed or 

SLES students
3.	 Parishioners of St. Luke’s Church who have been 

active for 6 months or longer
4.	 Open enrollment based on wait list 

	 If a spot is offered to your child, it is secured 
by filling out the enrollment form and returning it 
with the non-refundable registration fee. For ques-
tions about the enrollment process, or to add your 
child to the wait list, please contact Jennie McLen-
don at mustardseed@slecsa.org or 210-828-6425 
ext. 254. 

Jennie McLendon, Director
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YOUTH MINISTRY

	 The start of 2025 has already shown that the 

growth the youth group saw in 2024 is continuing strong 

into the new year. 2025 started with the return to the 

youth room for our Sunday morning formation and the 

continuation of our evening sessions with our youth 

group welcoming both returning and many new mem-

bers. With the Lenten season quickly approaching, it 

is time to turn our attention to the many offerings and 

events of spring. As we prepare to transition to our spring 

schedule, we look forward to many outings, adventures, 

and continuing our efforts to make the St. Luke’s youth 

group a place where all youth are welcome and can dis-

cover how they are called by Christ.

	 Since the beginning of the fall semester and con-

tinuing into 2025, the youth group has been blessed with 

both continued growth and regular attendance that has 

seen between 14 - 18 youth gather each Sunday evening 

for faith formation and fellowship. As you can imagine, 

feeding this many youth has increased the amount of piz-

zas ordered. If you would like to help provide meals for 

the teens of the parish, please reach out to Bryan at any 

time or use the handy QR code to sign up for a Sunday 

evening meal. If cooking for 18 seems daunting, consider 

contributing snacks or beverages to the youth group. We 

offer deep thanks and gratitude to the parish and all the 

support that allows this ministry to grow and thrive.

Spring Classes & Schedule:

	 Sunday evening sessions will continue our prac-

tice of the middle and high schoolers meeting separately, 

with a shared dinner in between. Both sessions will have 

a new series that will allow the youth to explore their 

faith and further develop their own spiritual identities. 

	 The middle school will see a return of the series 

“Side Characters of the Bible” which will look at individ-

uals who are mentioned in scripture only once or twice, 

yet have a tremendous impact on the ministry of Jesus 

and our own relation to the scriptures. Over the course of 

several weeks, we will explore individuals from both the 

Old and New Testament and delve into the stories of the 

Bible.

	 Our high schoolers will begin the new series “An-

swering Our Call”. This series takes inspiration from the 

roving Lenten series and lets our youth ask the question 

of what does a calling from Christ look like and how can 

we live into our ministries. Throughout these classes 

we’ll look at the various ministry paths both lay and or-

dained and how they play a role in our developing faith 

journeys.

	 During	 the 10:00 am formation hour, the youth 

will continue our book study of The Mythmakers, a 

graphic novel that tells the story of the friendship be-

tween two of the greatest authors of the 20th century 

JRR Tolkien and CS Lewis and how their friendship and 

writing shaped their spiritual lives. This series will look 

at concluding by March 16 as we then look towards the 

beginning of our confirmation class.

Bryan Gonzalez, Director
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Catechism/Confirmation Class:

	 With the announcement of Bishop David G. 

Read’s visit to St. Luke’s on June 1, we will join in the cel-

ebration as members of our parish family are confirmed 

by the bishop. As we prepare for the bishop’s arrival, one 

of the most important parts of youth ministry will begin 

on March 16, the catechism/confirmation classes. Cate-

chism class is open to all youth and will run for 10 weeks 

during the 10:00 am formation hour. During these class-

es the youth will have a chance to explore and discover 

what the Episcopal Church is, why we do what we do, 

and what it means to be a part of the body of Christ. This 

class will also serve as the confirmation class for those 

who are eligible and wish to be confirmed during Bishop 

Read's visit. Confirmation is open to all baptized youth 

who are in 8th grade or above. Being confirmed in the 

Church is a monumental event in the life of many parish-

ioners and is a time to both reaffirm our faith in God and 

fully integrate as a member of St. Luke’s. If either you 

or your youth wish to be confirmed, please reach out to 

Bryan with any further questions you may have.

D&D Wednesday’s:

	 The intergenerational D&D Wednesday’s have 

restarted as of January! Whether you’re a pro, or you've 

never played but want to give it a try, all are welcome to 

these sessions. These sessions occur on the last Wednes-

day of each month (unless otherwise noted) from 7:15-

8:45 pm in the parlors. We look forward to this contin-

ued offering and if you have any questions please reach 

out to Bryan at any time for additional details.

Shrove Tuesday & Lenten Offerings:

	 Lent will soon be upon us, and during this time 

of reflection and contemplation we will see the return of 

the Wednesday night Lenten programming. This year’s 

programming like last years will see St. Luke’s join with 

fellow Episcopal Churches, St. Paul’s, Church of Recon-

ciliation, St. George, and St. Margaret’s to come togeth-

er and have a rotating Lenten series. Each Wednesday 

evening one of these Churches will host both dinner and 

a lesson on what it means to discern a call from Christ. 

Members of St. Luke’s are encouraged to travel and vis-

it these communities each week as we come together 

as a true Episcopal community. The youth offering for 

Wednesday evenings will follow the same format; I will 

be leading the youth formation each Wednesday at the 

various Churches where the youth will come together 

and discuss the topics of discerning a call.

	 As we prepare to greet Lent, we also look forward 

to the arrival of the annual tradition of the Shrove Tues-

day Pancake Dinner. Last year was a fantastic time and 

this year many youths and parishioners have expressed 

interest in having the youth group return to cook those 

pancakes. We gladly will answer this call and look for-

ward to kicking off Lent 2025. This year’s dinner will be 

held March 4 in the Parish Hall, 5:30–7:00 pm. Please 

be on the lookout for sign-ups and additional informa-

tion as we quickly approach the date.

Use the QR code to sign up to 
provide meals for the youth group!
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	 Generous hearts make all the difference 
in a thriving congregation. When people give of 
themselves generously, their offerings help provide 
the resources the church needs to flourish and to 
pursue its mission.
	 At St. Luke’s Church, generosity takes many 
forms. We thought it would be good to highlight a 
few recent examples.

The Guenther Endowment Fund

	 Towards the end of 2024, we learned of an 
incredibly generous gift from the Jack and Valerie 
Guenther Foundation. Parishioners Jack and 
Valerie Guenther, with their children Jack 
Guenther, Jr. and Abigail Guenther Kamp-
mann, were inspired to donate $500,000 to the 
Permanent Endowment Trust (the “PET”), to 
establish a fund whose proceeds can be used to 
underwrite the rector’s compensation from year 
to year. This fund, known as the Jack and Valerie 
Guenther Foundation Fund, is set up to grow in 
perpetuity. Its impact will only become more sig-
nificant in the years to come.
	 This new fund will be a tremendous help in 
ensuring the financial stability of St. Luke’s Church 
well into the future. We appreciate so much the 

Guenther family’s generous spirit, and their at-
tention to detail in setting up protections that will 
preserve the Fund and ensure that it will grow well 
into the future. The Guenthers have been very for-
ward-thinking in this gift. We hope that their gen-
erous contribution will be an inspiration to others 
– if you would like to discuss how you might make 
a gift that could make a difference well into the fu-
ture, please reach out to the Rector or to any of the 
Trustees of the Permanent Endowment Trust.

A Distribution from an IRA

	 The Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
is an important component of retirement planning 
for so many people. If you’re in your 70’s or older 
and if you have an IRA, you know that the govern-
ment requires you to take a withdrawal from your 
IRA every year, beginning at age 73. This annual 
withdrawal is called the Required Minimum Distri-
bution (RMD).
	 You may not know that you can arrange for 
part of your RMD to go directly from your IRA to 
a charitable organization. This arrangement can 
provide tax savings for you – if you take the RMD 
directly, it’s considered taxable income. But if it 
goes to a charity, it’s excluded from your taxable 
income.

Generosity at St. Luke's Church
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	 Several parishioners make contributions to 
the church using this method, also called an IRA 
charitable rollover gift. Parishioner Art Bayern 
did just that recently. Art made a generous finan-
cial pledge to the church for 2025, and he used his 
IRA to fulfill that pledge, arranging for half of his 
RMD to go directly to the church.
	 Art’s generosity is rooted in gratitude for 
the abundant grace God has shared with Art. 
“Thanks be to God for the many blessings he has 
bestowed upon me!” Art writes.
	 If you are 70 ½ or older and if you would 
like to have a portion of your RMD go directly 
to St. Luke’s, please contact your IRA custodian. 
Your tax advisor can tell you more about the po-
tential benefits of an IRA charitable rollover gift. 
Questions? Contact Parish Administrator Angie 
Hudgins at 210-828-6425.

A Memorial Gift

The Memorial Fund

	 When a loved one dies, families often en-
courage friends to make a memorial gift to St. 
Luke’s Church. Usually, those gifts go to the Me-
morial Fund, which is used to purchase special 
items for the church.
	 When parishioner Bob Vielock died in 
December, so many of his friends and colleagues 
wanted to honor him with memorial gifts. St. 
Luke’s received those gifts for weeks after his 
death. His family has already talked to us about 
how we can use those gifts in an appropriate way. 
We look forward to working with the Vielock family 
to identify an item that will be a fitting memorial to 
Bob, who loved St. Lukes’ Church so much.

Memorial Gifts to the Operating Fund

● Parishioner Larry Goland remembers vividly 
the funeral for his father, Martin Goland, in 
1997. When Larry’s mother, Charlotte Goland 
died in 2020, at the height of the pandemic, it 
wasn’t possible to have a service for her, be-
cause of pandemic restrictions.

Art Bayern
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In early February, Larry and his siblings were 
finally able to get together for the interment of 
his mother’s remains. In thanksgiving for her 
life and for what St. Luke’s Church meant to 
her, the family made a generous memorial con-
tribution to the church.

● Many people know about the beautiful Chri-
mon ornaments that members of the St. Fran-
cis Guild produce throughout the year. They’re 
available for sale in the weeks before Christmas. 
Last year, the proceeds from those sales were 
$1,425. St. Francis Guild has donated those 
proceeds to the Operating Fund in memory of 
parishioner Kay Johnson, a longtime active 
member of the Guild. Kay loved making Chris-
mons and taught so many others how to make 
Chrismons. Her legacy will live on well into the 
future, as people continue to make and enjoy 
these beautiful ornaments.

	 The Golands’ memorial gift and the contri-
bution from St. Francis Guild went to the Operat-
ing Fund, so those gifts have a direct impact on our 
day-to-day life, helping to fund the church’s ongo-
ing ministries in 2025.

	 If you would like to make a gift to the church 
in memory of a loved one, either to the Memori-
al Fund or to the Operating Fund, please call the 
church and we would be happy to discuss options 
with you.
	 We have so many stories we could tell! 
These stories are just a few examples of the gen-
erous hearts at St. Luke’s. We hope you’ll be in-
spired to celebrate what God has done for you and 
remember the church as your own heart grows in 
generosity in the days to come.

Kay Johnson
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	 They were married twice, both times to each 
other, and Arlo led them to St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in San Antonio. We are talking about faith-
ful 11 o’clockers Clara and Jace Woody and four-
year-old Goldendoodle Arlo the dog. 
	 It has been an interesting path to St. Luke’s 
with a promising future for this family. 
	 Stepping back, Clara is from Austin and an 
Episcopalian since pre-school. Jace grew up in a 
non-denominational congregation in Houston. 
They both came to study at Trinity University, just 
down the street from St. Luke’s. Clara was a reli-
gious studies graduate while Jace earned a degree 
in political science.
Congratulations, but here is the back story.
	 Jace studied for a time before joining the Tex-
as Army National Guard. He is a second lieutenant 
in the 1-149 Attack Battalion. But that is today. Back 
to yesterday. After a year of active duty he returned 
to Trinity on an Army scholarship and as a member 
of the University’s ROTC program.
	 Clara says putting aside her anxieties she at-
tended a University-wide gala event, alone. There 
she met Jace who had failed to connect with his sup-
posed date for the evening. They clicked and soon 
became engaged.
	 Meanwhile, Clara was having some emer-
gencies and Jace was there to help. But the Army 
frowned on being late for duty or missing classes, 
and because Clara was not a family emergency, his 
absences were unexcused and his scholarship was in 

PARISHIONER PROFILE: The Woodys

jeopardy.  Clara said, “the very next day we went for 
a license and a marriage (the first one) by a judge”. 
Some five months later they had their planned wed-
ding at St. Luke’s (the second one).
	 Arlo (not named for Arlo Guthrie). “He’s my 
service dog,” Clara said, “but he’s definitely a dad-
dy’s boy.” So, early on, looking for a place where 
Arlo would be welcome, Clara called St. Luke’s to 
find out. “The person I talked to,” Clara said, “was 
baffled by why I would even ask.” Now some three 
years later, here they continue, a threesome.
	 Being full of energy, Arlo insisted on having 
the last word.
	 “Arf, arf. Woof, woof.” Good boy Arlo!

Wayne Witt, Parish Reporter

Clara, Jace, and Arlo Woody
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